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of Jerusalem.1 It is not to be supposed that any
true Christians informed against their brethren; but
papers may have been seized; neophytes, hardly yet
fully Initiated, may have been weak under torture,
Men were surprised at the number of adherents
which these obscure doctrines had gained, and spoke
of the fact almost with terror. But all sensible
people found the evidence which connected the
Christians with the fire extremely weak. Their
true crime, it was said, was hatred of the human
race. However convinced that the conflagration
was the work of Nero, many grave Romans saw in
this cast of the police net a means of freeing the city
from a deadly pest. Tacitus, notwithstanding some
gleam of pity, is of this opinion.2 As to Suetonius,
he counts among the praiseworthy actions of ISTero
the punishments which he inflicted on the adherents
of the new and maleficent superstition.3

The punishments were frightful.    Such refine-
ments of cruelty had never before been seen. Almost

1  Eev. xii. 17, winch appears to be an allusion to the atro-
cities of the year 64.

2  Ann. xv. 44.                            * Nero, 16.